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Conference programme

Cerebral Palsy | a journey for life

Every case of cerebral palsy is as unique as 
the individual it affects: some children will 
experience total paralysis requiring full time 
care whilst others will require little assistance. 
The ultimate impact is very difficult to predict 
as it depends on the type of injury and the 
timing of that injury on the developing brain, 
and the subsequent support received.

Today’s diverse programme considers how to support  
a safe and healthy start to life for all babies wherever 
possible and reduce the risk of cerebral palsy, and to 
help improve the lives of everyone affected by the 
condition and enable them to achieve their full potential.  
It moves from minimising the risk of cerebral palsy 
occurring, to how best to support those people living 
with the condition.

As well as medical perspectives we are also looking at 
the impact on families, the benefits of early intervention 
and of an integrated approach to education, the world of 
employment as well as legal and welfare matters.

Whilst it’s true that cerebral palsy can have a devastating 

effect, you will find that potential and ability are recurring 
themes throughout the day. Our focus is very much on 
what can be achieved – and our speakers will 
demonstrate what is being achieved – by people living 
with cerebral palsy with the right support in place.

Our panel of speakers comprises true experts in their 
respective fields, and people living every day with the 
condition. Please grab this this opportunity to share 
their knowledge and experience, ask questions, 
network, and visit our exhibitors’ and sponsors’ stands; 
we’re confident that each you will take away something 
from today to inform your professional life and to help 
people with cerebral palsy.

Our thanks to our distinguished speakers, to our 
sponsors and exhibitors for their generous support,  
and our charity partner, Baby Lifeline, for helping to 
develop the programme 

Here’s to an enlightened, informative, valuable event!

Sally Dunscombe & Mark Beaumont
Directors, Brain Injury Group
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 09.00-09.30 Refreshments & Exhibition

 09.30-09.40  Welcome – Chair 
 James Drife MD FRCOG FRCPE FRCSE – Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics  
& Gynaecology, University of Leeds

 09.40-10.00   The  highs and lows of being ‘dif-abled 
Sylvia Vincent & Tegan Vincent-Cooke with Andrew Hannam, Foot Anstey

 10.00-10.30   Enabling Potential – achieving a new deal for children with cerebral palsy  
Amanda Jane Richardson – Chief Executive, PACE

 10.30-11.00   Birth Injury, Disabling Families and Enabling Human Factors 
Dr Dawn Benson – Senior Lecturer/Researcher, Northumbria University

 11.00-11.30 Refreshments & Exhibition. Delegates then break into pre-selected streams.

  Stream A – Birth & babies

 11.30-11.40 Chaired by Professor James Drife

 11.40-12.10  Learning from clinical negligence claims 
Denise Chaffer – Director of Safety and  
Learning, NHSLA 

 12.10-12.40  Reducing the risk of cerebral palsy 
Mr Nigel Simpson – Consultant Obstetrician &  
Gynaecologist, Leeds Teaching Hospitals Trust

 12.40-13.10  Effective working of the maternity  
care team to ensure the best possible  
outcome at birth 
Professor James Walker, Professor  
of Obstetrics & Gynaecology,  
University of Leeds

Stream B – Children & adults

Chaired by Professor Lindsay McLellan, 
Medical Adviser, Brain Injury Group

Growing up with cerebral palsy: 
psychological and family perspectives 
Dr Sophie Gosling, Consultant Clinical 
Psychologist, Clinical Lead for Recolo UK Ltd

Excellence in education –  
the integrated approach
Judith James, Associate Director/ 
Independent Special Education Adviser,  
The Percy Hedley Foundation

Disability and employability –  
the world of work 
David Barker MBE, Chief Operating Officer, 
The Percy Hedley Foundation

 14.10-14.40  MRI in birth injury 
Paul Butler – Consultant Neuroradiologist, 
Re:Cognition Health

 14.40-15.10  PIPS – an early intervention service 
Lindsay Hardy, Occupational Therapist  
and Clinical Lead Pace Early Years Services,  
PACE Centre

 15.10-15.20 Panel – Questions & Answers

Interventions for children with  
cerebral palsy: the evidence 
Dr Vijay Palanivel – Consultant in Paediatric 
Neurodisability, The Children’s Trust

Maximising welfare benefits income 
Lee Ryan – Welfare Benefits Consultant, 
Nestor Financial Group

Panel – Questions & Answers

 13.10-14.10 Lunch & Exhibition

 15.20-15.50 Refreshments & Exhibition. Delegates then revert to plenary sessions.

 15.50-16.20 Current legal issues – Gerard Martin QC, Exchange Chambers

 16.20-16.50 Living with cerebral palsy – Francesca Martinez – Comedian, Actress & Writer

 16.50-17.00 Summary and closing remarks – Professor James Drife

Conference programme
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The Brain Injury Group exists to support 
individuals and families affected by  
brain injury and the health and social  
care professionals working in this 
specialist field. 

A network of specialist brain injury solicitors and other 
professional services, we provide a complete package 
of support and a gateway to information and advice 
for brain injured people, their families and carers.

As a not-for-profit, Community Interest Company, our 
mission is to provide everyone affected by brain injury 
with access to legal, financial and welfare services 
delivered by proven experts in the field who have been 
chosen not only for their skills and knowledge, but also 
for their passions and dedication to helping people.

Contact us on 0800 612 9660 or 01737 852213 or 
visit our website at www.braininjurygroup.co.uk

The Brain Injury Group

Follow us on

LAWS is a FREE legal and welfare service for 
patients affected by brain injury, their carers 
and families that can be made available 
within a hospital or neuro-centre setting.

To find out more, please contact Alison 
Bartholomew, Health Sector Manager on  
07879 882250 or by email to  
alison.bartholomew@braininjurygroup.co.uk

Our online directory provides a comprehensive  
A-Z listing of services and support for people  
with a brain injury, their families, and people who 
work with them. Just go to our website and hit  
the Services A-Z button on our home page.

The BIG Directory
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Our sponsors and exhibitors

We are indebted to our sponsors and exhibitors that have made it  
possible to present this conference. Please take the opportunity to  
visit their stands during the day; they are all experts in this field.

Sponsors

Exhibitors
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Speaker profi les – plenary sessions

James Drife, 
MD FRCOG FRCPE FRCSE

Emeritus Professor of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology

University of Leeds

James Drife is President of Baby Lifeline.  

An Edinburgh graduate, he worked in Bristol and Leicester before 
becoming professor at Leeds in 1990.

From 1985 to 1994 he was a member of the Cases Committee of the 
Medical Protection Society, and from 1994 to 2005 an elected member 
of the General Medical Council. From 1992 to 2011 he was a National 
Assessor in Obstetrics for the Confi dential Enquiries into Maternal Deaths.  
From 2004 to 2013 he was a consultant adviser to the World Health 
Organisation’s ‘Making Pregnancy Safer’ initiative, working in Eastern 
Europe, the Eastern Mediterranean and Central Asia. He was a member 
of the Council of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 
from 1993 to 2008 and vice-president from 1998 to 2001.  

For many years he was a regular columnist for the British Medical Journal, 
and from 2003 to 2014 he was Editor-in-Chief of the European Journal of 
Obstetrics & Gynaecology and Reproductive Biology.   

His hobby is songwriting and as a founder-member of ‘Abracadabarets’ 
he was a frequent performer on the Edinburgh Fringe between 1974 and 
2012. His wife is a retired GP, his son a lawyer and his daughter a 
consultant psychiatrist.

Sylvia Vincent, 46, is mother to Tegan, 14. Sylvia, a community 
development worker in Bristol, has tirelessly supported Tegan 
and sought new ways to help her live positively and optimistically 
despite the challenges she faces living with cerebral palsy.  

Sylvia had initial help from the Brain Injury Group solicitor Andrew 
Hannam at Foot Anstey. His guidance helped secure fi nancial 
compensation to help fund adaptions to their home and other 
support for Tegan. 

Sylvia and Tegan are now embarking upon a campaign to help 
people understand how cerebral palsy affects individuals. Their main 
aim is to show what CAN be done, not what can’t. As Tegan says, 
she is ‘dif-abled’ and Sylvia is helping her share this message today.

Sylvia Vincent 

Mother of Tegan Vincent-Cooke 
and actively involved in her care 
since her birth

The highs and lows of being ‘dif-abled’ – 
how my daughter Tegan lives with optimism – 
and cerebral palsy
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Andrew Hannam 

Partner

Foot Anstey LLP

Andrew is a member of the clinical negligence and mental capacity 
teams at Foot Anstey. He has wide experience of investigating 
and litigating clinical negligence cases with a particular interest in 
birth injury/cerebral palsy claims and has concluded a number of 
multi-million pound settlements for children who were brain injured 
as a result of birth accidents.

Andrew has extensive experience in Court of Protection cases instructed 
on behalf of the Offi cial Solicitor. Andrew’s experience of acting for 
learning disabled adults has included acting as joint lead solicitor in the 
group action against Cornwall Partnership NHS Trust (a claim involving 
160 claimants) and for families with members at Winterbourne View.

Andrew is also an accredited mediator and founding Chairman of 
the Association of South West Mediators. He is also a past president 
of the Bristol Medico-Legal Society, a member of the Law Society’s 
Clinical Negligence Panel and on the referral panel for Action against 
Medical Accidents.

1.  Background to Action Cerebral Palsy and parliamentary 
inquiry on Cerebral Palsy

2.  Findings and recommendation of report: Enabling Potential 
– achieving a new deal for children with cerebral palsy

3.  Next steps and future action – infl uencing the implementation 
of the Children and Families Act and its impact on children 
with cerebral palsy and their families

Amanda Richardson is a special needs teacher with over thirty 
years’ experience of teaching children in both mainstream and 
special school settings. She joined PACE, a charity and non-
maintained special school for children with motor disorders and 
related learning challenges, in 1995 and with the Founder, Heather 
Last, OT, helped to grow the school from nine pupils to a service 
which provides full time and sessional provision for over a hundred 
children from Buckinghamshire and the surrounding counties.

Amanda is an advocate of the transdisciplinary approach used at PACE 
through which the complex and  inter-related needs of children with motor 
disorders can be addressed in an integrated manner using the combined 
skills of therapists, teachers and conductors (professionals trained in the 
motor education of children and adults with neurological conditions).

Amanda became Head Teacher at PACE in 2002 and Chief Executive 
in 2012. She is currently Chair of Action Cerebral Palsy, a consortium of 
specialist providers for children with cerebral palsy, who are engaged 
in raising awareness of the challenges faced by children with cerebral 
palsy and their families at national level.

Amanda Jane Richardson 

Chief Executive

PACE

Enabling Potential – achieving a new deal for 
children with cerebral palsy

Conference programme_AW.indd   7 18/06/2015   20:33



8

Conference programme

1.  Why parents pursue litigation on behalf of their avoidably 
injured children

2. Disabling relationships, interactions and systems

3. High reliability organisations, accidents, recovery and resilience

Dawn Benson is a sociologist. Her work largely involves disabled 
people, their families and relationships and their interactions with 
services which both disable and enable inclusion. She researches 
and lectures at Northumbria University in Newcastle and has 
published across a number of subjects which impact upon disabled 
people and their families.  

Dawn is also a mother and step-mother of seven children, four of whom 
have additional needs; her eldest son was avoidably injured at birth.  Her 
personal and professional experiences motivated her to complete her 
most recent project with other parents who, like her, pursued litigation on 
behalf of her birth injured child.

Dawn’s recent work with parents of birth injured children transcends 
human factors/patient safety, personal injury law and high reliability 
organisations. She is currently working with a number of health care 
trusts, the NHS Litigation Authority and AvMA. 

Dr Dawn Benson

Senior Lecturer/Researcher

Northumbria University

Birth Injury, Disabling Families & 
Enabling Human Factors

1.  Life expectancy

2. Rehabilitation

3.  Quantum issues – accommodation, therapies, 
periodical payments

Born in Blackpool, Gerard read law at Trinity Hall, Cambridge and  
joined Chambers in 1979. He was interested in personal injury work 
from the start, driven by the  sense of being able to help and make 
a difference to the lives of those he represented.

The majority of his work over the past 12 years has been for clients with 
severe brain injuries, both adults and children, resulting from accidents or 
clinical negligence. Practising in this speciality has meant that the experts 
on both sides of the litigation divide are known to him, as are the centres 
of excellence for rehabilitation.

Ensuring the inclusion of the client who may lack capacity to make 
decisions for himself is vital and integral to the way he works. Visiting 
the client and his family at their home, hospital or rehabilitation unit is 
essential to gain a better understanding of the important issues in their 
lives. He has chambers in Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, London and 
Birmingham if an offi ce meeting is required.

His approach is to encourage and promote teamwork between client, 
solicitor, counsel and their expert advisers. 

Gerard Martin

QC

Exchange Chambers

Current legal issues
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Francesca Martinez is an award-winning wobbly* comedian who 
has performed sell-out shows in Edinburgh, the West End, 
Hollywood, Broadway and Davos. She has toured the world from 
South Africa to Singapore, Ireland to Australia, and Canada to 
Malaysia. Her recent UK tour of ‘What The **** Is Normal?!’ was 
nominated for Best Show at Leicester Comedy Festival and won 
the FMN Award at the Edinburgh Festival. 

Francesca is a regular on TV and Radio, starring in Grange Hill, The News 
Quiz, The Frank Skinner Show, Extras, Russell Howard’s Good News, 
The Jonathan Ross Show, Loose Women, This Morning and BBC 
Breakfast. She is a regular guest on This Week and Newsnight, is 
developing a sitcom, and her fi rst best-seller – ‘What The **** Is Normal?!’ 
– was published in May 2014 by Penguin Random House. The book was 
nominated for both the Chortle and Bread and Roses book awards 2015. 

Francesca is a hugely popular motivational and after-dinner speaker, 
nominated for ‘Motivator Of The Year 2005’ with Sir Bob Geldof. 
Francesca won the Public affairs Achiever of the Year Award 2013, and 
was nominated a Top Ten Game Changer in BBC 4’s Woman’s Hour 
Power List 2014. She is also a patron of our charity partner, Baby Lifeline.

*Oh yeah, she has mild cerebral palsy but she much prefers the 
word ‘wobbly’.

Francesca Martinez

Award-winning wobbly* comedian
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Stream A – Births & babies
To be chaired by Professor James Drife

1. Role of NHSLA in relation to maternity claims

2. Data relating to maternity claims

3.  Development of the NHSLA safety and learning function to 
improve safety, reduce harm, and reduce claims

Denise Chaffer is a Registered Nurse and Midwife and currently 
holds the post of Director of Safety and Learning for the NHS 
Litigation Authority.

She holds a Master’s degree in Management & Social Care, a fi rst 
degree, plus a higher education teaching qualifi cation and is currently 
in her second year studying for a PhD in health care leadership. 

She is a professional clinical nursing leader with over 15 years’ 
experience, has been an Executive Director of Nursing in two Acute 
Trusts, as well as a Director in a PCT commissioning organisation. 
More recently she was Director of Nursing for North West London Area 
Team at NHS England as well as being lead for patient safety across 
the London Region. She has signifi cant experience of working at 
international, national and regional level within acute and community 
settings, nursing, midwifery, education, and on major change and 
reconfi guration initiatives.

Denise Chaffer

Director of Safety and Learning 

NHSLA

Learning from clinical negligence claims 

1.  Pathways to cerebral palsy

2.  Prevention of preterm birth

3.  Prevention of brain injury during birth

Nigel Simpson is a Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at 
the Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust and a Senior Lecturer at 
the University of Leeds. He is also the national lead for the NIHR 
Clinical Research Network for Reproductive Health & Childbirth. 

He has a particular clinical and research interest in the causes and 
prevention of preterm birth. His work with the Reproduction and Perinatal 
Health Research Group at the University of Leeds focuses on unravelling 
the cellular mechanisms regulating normal and complicated pregnancy, 
and the health and wellbeing of the newborn baby.

Mr Nigel Simpson

Consultant Obstetrician 
and Gynaecologist

Leeds Teaching Hospitals 
NHS Trust

Reducing the risk of cerebral palsy
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1.  The importance of team working and the outcomes of 
poorly functioning teams

2.  Why teams work

3.  Why teams don’t work

Professor Walker is a clinical academic in the University of Leeds. 
He has 35 years’ experience in the specialty and has worked in 
developing guidelines and teams working. 

He was obstetric adviser for the National Patient Safety Agency and 
chairman of CMACE which ran the confi dential enquiries. 

He was on the Morecambe Bay Review Board and has investigated 
other hospitals and individuals in diffi culty.

He is on the Maternity Services Review Board and is the President of 
the Baby Lifeline Training Company.

Professor James Walker

Professor of Obstetrics 
and Gynaecology

University of Leeds

Effective working of the maternity care team 
to ensure the best possible outcome at birth

Conference programme_AW.indd   11 18/06/2015   20:33



12

Conference programme

1.  MR is the most sensitive imaging method

2.  It has the ability to identify perinatal problems 
some years afterwards 

Dr Butler retired from Barts Health in 2012 after 26 years as a 
consultant neuroradiologist with a particular interest in 
interventional vascular neuroradiology. He continues in practice 
as a diagnostic neuroradiologist with a large medico-legal 
component involving craniospinal CT, MR and angiography in 
adults and children.

Dr Butler has examined for both Parts 1 and Part 2, (Final part), of the 
FRCR diploma.  

He is the co editor of Applied Radiological Anatomy, (second edition) 
Cambridge University Press. 

Paul Butler

Consultant Neuroradiologist

Re:Cognition Health

MRI in birth injury

1. Why early intervention?

2. What is PIPS Early Intervention Service? 

3. PIPS in practice

Lindsay has worked in the fi eld of child health for 30 years in a 
number of different settings in the UK and abroad, and recently 
moved to PACE from the NHS. She has postgraduate training in a 
variety of assessment and treatment approaches including Sensory 
Integration, Bobath, Conductive Education and Attachment. 

Lindsay is a senior lecturer and past chair of the Sensory Integration 
Network UK & Ireland and is involved in postgraduate training and clinical 
supervision of occupational therapists working in a variety of settings 
around the country.

Lindsay says: “I am excited to be involved in the area of early intervention 
where we can share knowledge with parents and families to help give 
their children the best start for their life journey.”

Lindsay Hardy

Occupational Therapist & Clinical 
Lead, PACE Early Years Services

PACE Centre

PIPS – an early intervention service 
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Stream B – Children & adults
To be chaired by Professor Lindsay McLellan

Former Consultant in Neurology and Rehabilitation Medicine and 
Professor of Rehabilitation at the University of Southampton. 

Research interests:  neurophysiology; rehabilitation processes for people 
with a combination of physical and cognitive impairments including 
traumatic brain injury.

Lindsay McLellan

Medical Adviser

Brain Injury Group

1.  The child with cerebral palsy in the family

2.  Psychological, emotional and social adjustment

3.  Family functioning

Dr Sophie Gosling has over 20 years’ clinical experience working 
with children, young people and their families. She has worked in 
the English NHS and private sector, and internationally in Belgium, 
Australia and South Africa. 

She has also published over 20 articles and papers, with a chapter in a 
forthcoming book discussing outcomes for children with a brain injury.

Dr Gosling is the Clinical Lead for Recolo UK Ltd, working in the 
community providing neuropsychological rehabilitation to children 
and young people with a range a brain injuries. 

Dr Sophie Gosling

Consultant Clinical Psychologist 
and Clinical Lead

Recolo UK Ltd

Growing up with cerebral palsy: 
psychological and family perspectives
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1.  The integrated approach – what does this mean and what 
are the benefi ts?

2.  Measuring the impact of our approaches

3.  Sharing practice – how can other schools use some of 
these approaches? An example of good practice

Judith James has been a teacher of children with a wide range of 
special educational needs for 22 years, including ten years as the 
head teacher of an outstanding residential school. She has worked 
for almost 20 years at the Percy Hedley Foundation in Newcastle. 

Judith was initially the lead teacher for cerebral palsy and has enjoyed 
the benefi ts of working within multi-disciplinary teams and has a sound 
understanding and appreciation of the inter-disciplinary model of 
education. Her current role includes leading practice across a school 
and a specialist college for young people with cerebral palsy, hearing 
and visual impairment, ASD, speech and language diffi culties, and PMLD. 

Judith also offers independent specialist advice for children with 
cerebral palsy and acquired brain injury in mainstream schools 
including assessment of needs, delivering staff training and supporting 
the development of multi-disciplinary practice.

Judith James

Associate Director/Independent 
Special Education Adviser

The Percy Hedley Foundation

Excellence in education – 
the integrated approach

1.  Key issues in the recruitment and retention of disabled people

2.  Overcoming barriers to work

3.  The language of disability – framing the problem

David is the Chief Operating Offi cer at the Percy Hedley Foundation, 
a north east based charity which aims to promote achievement for 
all disabled people.  

David has vast experience in executive and senior management roles 
in the not for profi t sector across the north of England. In 2001 he was 
awarded an MBE for services to the employment of disabled people. 
David has written many articles on disability policy, employment and 
related matters and has often appeared on radio and television to 
discuss these issues.  

He has a BSc in Social Sciences and a Master’s degree in Business 
Administration from The Open University. 

David is a season ticket holder at Hartlepool United Football Club and 
the founder of Brandon Junior Football Club. 

David Barker MBE

Chief Operating Offi cer

The Percy Hedley Foundation

Disability and employability – the world of work
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1.  To describe systematically the best available intervention 
evidence for children with cerebral palsy

Dr Vijay Palanivel is a paediatric neurodisability consultant 
at The Children’s Trust, Tadworth, the UK’s leading charity for 
children with brain injury. The Children’s Trust provides expert 
neurorehabilitation, education, therapy and care for children 
from across the UK. 

Dr Palanivel’s specialist areas of expertise are cerebral palsy, acquired 
brain injury and other neurodevelopmental disorders such as autism 
and ADHD. Prior to joining The Children’s Trust, he worked in tertiary 
neurodisability centres at Great Ormond Street Hospital, Sheffi eld 
Children’s Hospital and Cambridge University Hospital. He also leads 
the neurorehabilitation service at Global Hospitals and Health City, 
Chennai, India.

Dr Vijay Palanivel

Consultant in Paediatric 
Neurodisability

The Children’s Trust, Tadworth

Interventions for children with cerebral palsy: 
the evidence

1.  Benefi ts available for disabled children

2.  Passport benefi ts for carers

3.  Benefi ts for young adults

I have worked in the fi eld of welfare rights for nearly 25 years, in 
both the voluntary and public sectors, as well as in private practice.

My work has extended to representation at lower and upper tier tribunals 
throughout England and Wales. I have also undertaken numerous training 
sessions for a number of organisations, throughout the UK.

I have a special interest in working with families with disabled children, 
which can include community care issues.

Socially, I am an avid Liverpool fan, which is interesting as my offi ce is 
in Greater Manchester! I also enjoy spending time with my family and 
friends when time permits.

Lee Ryan

Welfare Benefi ts Consultant

Nestor Financial Group

Maximising welfare benefi t income
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Brain Injury Group 
Abbey House
25 Clarendon Road
Redhill
RH1 1QZ

Follow us on

0800 612 9660
or visit www.braininjurygroup.co.uk

For more details call 
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